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SUBJECT: Venezuela (^position Marches to Challenge Ch^.vez 

The Venezuelan democratic opposition mobilized ovejr 150,000 
people to march in protest against President Chiivez on 
January 23. The anti-Chavez march — on the forty-fourth 
anniversary of the overthrow of Venezuela's last militciry 
dictator, P6raz Jim6nez — drama tically exceeded opposition 
eacpectations of 50,000 marchers,! 



Bl 



Chavez's counter-march drew 30,000 enthusiastic 
participants. Minister of Defense Rangel cited the peaceful 
coexistence of the pro- and ant i -Chavez marches as evidence of 
the strength o f demQcraev and respect for freedom of eioareaBlon 



Chavez 



in Venezuela. , 
ridiculed as an act of cowardice the opposition march 
organizers' decision to change the route of their marcii to avoid 
a clash with pro-ChAvez marchers. 

Caracas Metropolitan Police and National Guard had aniple 
forces on hand to ensure the safety and security of all 
participants . Ther e were no instances of violence and only a 
handful of arrests. / 
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